
 
 

Graduate Assistantship: Peer Tutor  
 

The Center for Arts & Language (A&L) is a college-wide resource offering academic 

support and advocacy for effective and expressive communication at the many 

intersections of arts and language. Tutors support peers in developing writing, public 

speaking, and visual communication skills and strategies by sharing dialogue, feedback, 

and resources.  

 

Our staff is a community of engaged, generous, collaborative thinkers who love working 

with fellow students. This role offers a rare opportunity to interact meaningfully with 

people from across departments and to gain highly valuable interpersonal skills. 

If you’re interested in… 

• helping and learning from others 

• sharing your appreciation for writing in the context of art and design 

• interpersonal, interdisciplinary, and intercultural connection 

• the interplay between identity and communication 

• developing your own knowledge and professional experience 

then tutoring might be a good fit for you.  

 

Peer tutors meet for one-on-one sessions with all kinds of composers (confident, 

concerned, or in between) to consult on any written, spoken, or visual project (academic, 

professional, personal, etc.) at any stage of the process (from brainstorming to drafting to 

revision). While an individual piece is generally the focus of a tutoring session, our ultimate 

goal is to help students become aware of and engaged in their processes over time.  

 

All new tutors start working in September and work for the full academic year (exceptions 

can be made for Wintersession travel). Tutors participate in ongoing tutor education (21 

hours total) exploring the philosophical, ethical, and practical aspects of tutoring. We also 

provide materials and training for tutoring public speaking; visual communication tutors 

meet for additional specialized training (5 hours).  

 

Hours are flexible: between 4 and 8 hours/week, paid at $22/hour via Graduate 

Assistantship contract. Estimates for the full academic year (FA, WS, SP): 

 



8 hours/week plus 21 hours training = $5,566 

6 hours/week plus 21 hours training = $4,290 

4 hours/week plus 21 hours training = $3,014 

 

Skills & Qualifications  
No prior tutoring experience is required. However, we do look for: 

• an ability to focus intently, read closely, listen carefully, and question effectively 

• an easygoing manner and enjoyment working in groups and peer-review 

• appreciation for interpersonal, interdisciplinary, and intercultural exchange 

• strong writers and readers with experience writing in various genres, including 

college level academic essays 

• an ability to articulate the qualities of successful writing as well as your own writing 

processes 

• Visual communication tutoring is reserved for current Graphic Design majors who 

are familiar with the basic principles we work from.  

 

How to Apply 
The hiring process begins in April, and continues until all positions are filled (no later than 

August); early applications are encouraged. Feel free to reach out with questions any time 

throughout the year.  

 

Send the following materials to Meredith Barrett, our Assistant Director for Writing & 

Related Literacies, at mbarrett01@risd.edu: 

 

• a short letter of interest 

• your current résumé, including any relevant experience 

• work samples 

o an academic writing sample (something analytical and/or argumentative is 

most helpful; additional samples in other genres are welcome) 

o those in the Graphic Design department who are interested in visual 

communication tutoring, please include your website or other work samples 

o evidence of public speaking skill or experience is not required, but is 

certainly welcome 

• names and contact information for two academic or professional references (not 

letters of recommendation) 

 

 

Call or email with any question: 401–454–6486; mbarrett01@risd.edu 

 



 

Reflections on the Tutor Experience 
 

Anonymous Tutor Survey Quotes 

 

“I had fun and met amazing people, both fellow tutors and tutees, who I never would have 

met otherwise, in collaborative, creative space unlike any other I have found on campus” 

 

“Being a tutor has taught me so much. I could not have imagined the way it has shaped my 

own awareness of my communication skills and writing practice. Not only has working 

here taught me to be a stronger writer and artist, but a better person—as cheesy as that 

may sound. Listening, communicating, and responding are essential parts of all 

relationships, of which I have been made more aware and thoughtful by working here.” 

 

“This was a great professional and educational experience. I appreciate the thoroughness 

of the training and support structures. I learned so many strategies for thinking, re-

thinking, and framing writing for writers who think differently from me. I gained a lot of 

confidence in my teaching/tutoring skills and feel much more comfortable and prepared 

to work with others in the future.” 

 

 

Erin Graham (MArch 2016), Tutor 

 

“Most notably, being a tutor broadened my appreciation for writing and how it fits into the 

design process. I used to view writing very academically, but working at the writing center 

made me challenge my perception of its limits. I learned that there are a million ways to 

say one thing, but that saying it your way is the most powerful.” 

 

“Working at the writing center was how I engaged in the Risd community. It gave me the 

chance to interact with students from all different majors, from around the world, and in 

different points in their Risd careers. I would run into students I'd worked with around 

campus. Learning about their classes and studio investigations gave me insight into so 

many topics of study.” 

 

“Working at the writing center helped me become a better writer, gain confidence in my 

writing abilities, challenge my assumptions about written communication, help others 

question their assumptions about writing, become an advocate for writing, help people 

work though frustrations, appreciate the diversity of design thinking, and find my place in 

the Risd community. Whew, that's a lot of things.” 



 

 

Kathy Wu (B GD 2015), Tutor 

 

“The writing center exposed me to an incredible community of diverse, passionate writers. 

In the dialogue between us, I was inspired by how written communication can support and 

intertwine with all kinds visual communication. I think it was no coincidence that, after 

working there, I became increasingly excited by interdisciplinary design spaces.” 

 

“Working at the writing center expanded my definition of writing. I discovered how writing 

can be a conversation--the gesture of writing doesn't have to happen on a screen, in 

solitude.” 

 

“Working at the writing center, we stressed a pedagogy of "Better writers, not better 

papers." This has stuck with me far beyond my interactions with students for those two 

years! You start to notice every relationship where you can offer your skills or expertise, 

and for me the maximum help or impact you can offer someone is by giving THEM a sense 

of agency and self control.”  

 

 

 


